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On the night of September 26th, 1983, mankind unknowingly faced the prospect of World War III, and all that 
stood between them was Stanislav Petrov. As commanding officer of the Russian ICBM-warning system he was 
to validate the launch of five American missiles, knowing full well the consequences of his decision. Despite all 

odds, Petrov whisked the world away from nuclear devastation.

This teaser-publication is brought to you in advance of the Petrov Memorial Newspaper by Jan van Egmond. In 
May 2018, one year after Stanislav Petrov’s death, this newspaper will circulate the Netherlands in commemora-

tion of Petrov’s actions.

Netherbanks in dire straits 
Population evacuated as storm destroys docks

Winston Vervoort

The Dutch coastal de-
fenses have been eva-
cuated after the last 
storms hit the island, 
and it may be for the 
last time. In the mid-
dle of last Thursday 
night, mainland ra-
dios picked up distress 
signals from the Bras-
sendiep and Vlassen-
diep docks on the west 
side of the main bank. 
Over 1500 people had 
found shelter within 
these strongholds but 
the concrete crumb-
led beneath them as 
the storm battered the 
banks. Broad-siders 
came out and evacu-
ated over 2700 peop-
le, among which 200 
seriously injured and 
roughly 600 residents 
still missing.

Janneke Huivers, a 
long-time resident 
of the Vlassendiep 
docks, dubs their last 
night “A war without 
end. We hide in Vlas-
sendiep after the 
storm came, first we 
thought we could sit 
it out but after seven 
days, the house just 
started falling apart. 
I hoped we would be 
safe inside the fortress. 
Inside the building, 
the sound of the storm 
was terrible, like brea-
king wood. And after 
two days it had beco-
me much louder, until 
they discovered that 
the docks were lite-
rally sinking into the 
sea. Then I thought to 
myself: If we make it 
out alive, we are never 
going back here.”

Dock-workers like 
Huivers have been 
evacuated before, yet 
always out of precau-
tion rather than ne-
cessity. Climatologists 
speculate that the base 
of the docks has beco-
me fatally exposed due 

to sand erosion over 
the past twenty years. 
The contaminated 
currents have starved 
all binding vegetation, 
causing the Nether-
banks to slowly dissol-
ve into the North sea. 
And with contami-

nation levels rising in 
the Utrecht bay, many 
fear the worst is yet to 
come. Minister van 
Heest of the Ministry 
of Health and Eco-
logy has called for an 
emergency council to 
gather the expertise.
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